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The Unit of Representation.—While the number of members of the House 
of Commons has been growing fairly steadily since Confederation, the unit of 
representation—one-sixty-fifth of the population of Quebec within its 1911 bound
aries—has also been increased after each census in consequence of the growth of 
the population of Quebec. The units of representation, as determined by the 
decennial censuses taken since Confederation, are as follows: 1871, 18,331 persons; 
1881, 20,908; 1891, 22,901; 1901, 25,368; 1911, 30,819; 1921, 36,283; 1931, 44,186, 
being one-sixty-fifth of the population of Quebec exclusive of Ungava. 

The 1931 Redistribution Problem.—The population of Quebec in 1931, 
exclusive of the population (2,177) of the territory added to Quebec by the Bound
aries Extension Act of 1912, was 2,872,078, which, divided by 65, gives a unit of 
representation of 44,186. The quotient obtained by dividing the population of 
each province as shown at the date of the census by 44,186 indicates (except where 
subsection 4 of section 51 of the British North America Act and the Amending Act 
of 1915 apply) the number of members to which each province is entitled. These 
numbers as determined by the census of 1931 and the two preceding censuses are 
shown in Table 8. 

8.—Representation of the Provinces and Territories of Canada in the House of 
Commons, as Determined by the Censuses of 1931,1921 and 1911. 
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Canada 10,376,786 - 215 8,787,949 - 245 7,206,643 - 235 

1 Represents the population in the area added to Quebec by the Quebec Boundaries Extension Act, 
1912, the population of which by sec. 2, ss. "A" of said Act, is to be excluded from the population of the 
province in ascertaining the unit of representation. 

The application of the provisions of subsection 4 of section 51 of the British 
North America Act (quoted on p. 79) to Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, 


